Friday 25th December
Christmas Day
Sharing the Mystery of Christmas
V. The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary.
R. And she conceived of the Holy Spirit.
Hail Mary, Full of Grace,
The Lord is with Thee;
Blessed art thou among women,
And blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
R: Holy Mary, Mother of God,
Pray for us sinners,
Now and at the hour of our death. Amen
V. Behold the handmaid of the Lord.
R. Be it done to me according to Thy word.
Hail Mary, Full of Grace,
The Lord is with Thee;
Blessed art thou among women,
And blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
R: Holy Mary, Mother of God,
Pray for us sinners,
Now and at the hour of our death. Amen
V. And the Word was made flesh.
R. And dwelt among us.
Hail Mary, full of grace,
The Lord is with Thee;
Blessed art thou among women,
And blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
R: Holy Mary, Mother of God,
Pray for us sinners,
Now and at the hour of our death. Amen
V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.
Let us pray:
Pour forth, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy grace into our hearts, that as we have
known the Incarnation of Thy Son, Jesus Christ, by the message of an angel, so by
His Cross and Passion we may be brought to the glory of His Resurrection; through
the same Christ Our Lord. Amen.

Read this verse – Luke 2: 8-14 [or the Dawn Gospel: Luke 2: 15-20]
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is
born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be
a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host, praising God and saying,
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’
After a short meditation, say this prayer:
Child of Bethlehem, grant that we may share with all our hearts in this profound
mystery of Christmas. Put into our hearts this peace for which we sometimes seek so
desperately and which you alone can give us. Help us know one another better, and
live as brothers and sisters, children of the same Father. Amen. (Pope St John
XXIII)

