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Statement of Need for a Parish Priest for St. Thom&aChurch
Somercotes

Following the retirement of the incumbent, St Them@hurch seeks an
experienced Priest.

Who

Will continue to follow the wishes of the PCC whe &n agreement that
our church is an ABC parish affiliated to ForwandHaith.

Has a rich spirituality, disciplined in prayer asatraments.

Is a preacher and pastor.

Is comfortable with the range of traditional seeadeld within the
church.

Is a sympathetic listener and good communicator.

A leader who will

Have the ability to offer spiritual direction elsegre within the Diocese.
Lead the Parish forward in mission.

Facilitate outreach to the wider community.

Build on our connections with local schools.

Work in partnership with the Deanery and surrougaarishes.
Maintain a balanced way of life with family and {g&rcommitments.

Be a capable chairman, be able to delegate; areldrainformed interest
in the church’s finances.

A Parish Priest who will share a vision for the futire:

By encouraging church members in leadership andcser

By welcoming young people and families.

By developing our worship.

By being happy to co-operate with churches of otlegrominations.

By working with civic authorities, public serviceand the business
community.



Church Life

There are 67 people on the electoral role at tlme &and our average attendance
on Sundays is around 55.

As stated in our Priest Profile our church is anCAmarish affiliated to Forward
in Faith.

We do have an NSM, Father Theo Holmes who livelervillage.

Organist
We have a regular organist as well as two other lmeesnof our church who

also play. Music is fairly traditional but we daclnde some new music.

Choir

We have a small choir which is augmented at spesemalices by members of
the congregation.

Services

A Eucharist is celebrated every day except Satyraag it based on Order One
Common Worship.

Each Sunday we have BCP Evensong.

On Thursday before Mass we have a Holy Hour omGiRrayer and Meditation
before the Blessed Sacrament.

We celebrate all Holy Days.

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved in the Resumec@hapel, and the
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) is valued.

Readings
Members of the congregation assist with the readiagd the responsorial

psalm.

Baptism
Our church policy is to baptise all who seek thi@crament without

gualification.

Confirmation

It is our view that the young members of our coggtmn around the age of 11
are put forward for confirmation together with adufter following a course of
instruction, and then they can take Holy Communion.

Sunday School
We have about 12 youngsters attending and they et Sunday in the
Parish Centre at 9.30am, and then join the sewittgn the church. Some of
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the children go into the choir at this time and wesdbes. We have 2 teachers
who are very devoted and follow the Living Watela@eing Literature. Under
their guidance the children give an excellent Ngtiplay at Christmas along
with songs and recitals during the rest of the year

The teachers arrange each year a pantomime trigllftne children with their
parents to the nearby town of Mansfield, and duthregysummer months other
activities are arranged.

We also look forward to their involvement in ourriSkmas Fayre where they
have a stall, and help to contribute to the wondlgrénjoyable occasion.

Church activities

We have a number of social events that help withdfuwaising and we
encourage an active involvement with the commuwityp are very supportive
and attend some of these events.

A Coffee Morning on the first Saturday of each nfomtith cake sales
stalls and raffles etc.

An annual Sponsored walk.

Parish Lunch once a month on Fridays.

Over the past few years we have held at leastB2®B.in the Vicarage
grounds during the summer months.

We have 2 car boot sales each year in the churgback.

Parish outings during the year.

Our largest single fund raising event is the Chrégt Fayre which is a
wonderful but very busy day and one that we albgnj

Our Harvest Supper is also a very enjoyable evemity the men
cooking the meal and the Guides performing the resst duties. The
proceeds of this event along with the Sunday oftprand the sale of
harvest products are sent annually to Farm Africa.

We organise a four-day Walsingham Pilgrimage ongea along with a visit
there for the National day. Our cell of the SocietyOur Lady of Walsingham
meets on the first Monday of each month.

A Mother’s Union meet regularly at the church amddr an involvement in our
fund raising activities.



The Guides, Brownies and Rainbows meet in the RP&e&ntre once a week and
are involved in special services held in the church

Charities

Our church supports a number of charities such asFAfrica, Additional
Curates, and Christian Aid. A Lent Lunch for ChaastAid is held each Friday
and the arrangements along with the preparing efrtteal are carried out
jointly with the Methodist Church. We also have @ifee morning/bring and
buy sale and the total proceeds are for Christian A

Church Finances

Our Church Treasurer is a qualified accountant, @na result of his careful
management of our accounts linked with our sucokfshd raising we are able
to record a healthy financial situation. Our parmssiare is paid on time and all
bills for the general running of the church ardyfplaid.

Fabric Fund

Over the past few years we have had sums of moegydathed to the church
with the specific request that the money is usedtlie maintenance of the
building. The monies in this fund are thereforedhal a separate account, and
are carefully controlled by the PCC.

Income and Expenditure Accounts 2009
A summary of the above accounts is detailed on page




St Thomas Church PCC

Summary of Income and Expenditure and Accounts.

Income and Expenditure Account

Income

Expenditure

Surplus

2008

39384

33247

6137

Bank and Investment Accounts

Closing Balances

Derbyshire Bond (Fabric)
H.S.B.C. Current A/C & Reserves
Derbyshire Memorial

Derbyshire Deposit

Interest on Accounts

Derbyshire Bond (Fabric)
H.S.B.C. Current A/IC & Reserves
Derbyshire Memorial

Derbyshire Deposit

2008

6059
40643

1153
47855

1060
_23
1084

2009

36253

34196

2057

2009

29391
6671
12189

705
48956

891
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The Church Building

The oldest part of the church dates from the mi@d01&nd for a building of its
age the inside of the church is very light, airg as often admired by visitors.
The church has three altars and we have seatin@36r people, with the
dimensions and layout making it also flexible fopr concerts or brass bands.
Over the past 10 years we have carried out a nurabenajor items of

maintenance/upgrading to the church which have bagzgfully controlled by a
retired member of the PCC who was a building manage

These works involved the replacing of the floothe choir stalls area.

Repairs to storm damaged areas of the roof.

Extensive pointing to and replacing of stonework.

Fully sand and re-polish the teak church floor.

Install new upholstered chairs.

The Churchyard

This is fully enclosed and part of the general nenance is carried out by the
local council (mainly the grass cutting). We do é&awo good volunteer
gardeners who keep the churchyard neat and tidy.




Views taken of the interior of St Thomas Churchrirscaffolding erected to
carry out works to one of the roof trusses duri@g@ 722



Interior of the church showing the Resurrection g&tao the right of théop
picture.



The Vicarage

This is a modern brick build house as shown in gthetograph above, and
stands between the church and the parish halslféur bedrooms, a bathroom
and toilet upstairs. Downstairs consists of a stlalge lounge room, a dining
room that is separated from the lounge by full wifittding doors. The hall way
has a small cloaks cupboard and a toilet with ahvisin. The kitchen is fitted
with cupboards to three walls and the two windows of which looks upon the
garden area makes the room a very pleasing bre&kiedl dining area. Off the
kitchen is a small passage way leading to the lgurbm and a door that gives
access into the rear of the integral garage. Therityaof the rooms within the
house have fitted carpets and a burglar alarmitedfi the property is in good
condition having been recently checked over by Beby Church House
surveyors.
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The Parish Centre

This building is owned by the church and was ledseithe Somercotes Parish
Council for economic reasons some years ago. Theg a full time caretaker
who also holds the alcohol license for the premiaesl it is used by various
groups during the day and most evenings.

The church has free use of the hall for monthlffesimornings; we also use it
on Sunday mornings for the children followed byfeefafter the service.

We have an agreement ensuring we have controlfoitee development of the
building and the continued availability for chunese.

This view of the Parish Centre was taken from ewkescaffolding being used
by stone masons who were carrying out remedial svookthe gable of the
church, and beyond the hall is the public car park.
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The District and the Community

Somercotes

Leabrooks and Pye Bridge are all former minindagis with a population of
around 6,000, and it has more the feel of a lititlen rather than a village with
shops of every description. A Building Societyiadry, Somerlea Park Leisure
Centre, a snooker hall, a bingo hall offers thervies along with various
small shops including a Post Office and a Co-operatore. At the edge of the
village we have an Aldi Store, Iceland, Pound $tret, B & Q which are

approximately one mile from the church. Extensivduistrial estates offer work
on the sites which were previously the coal minamgas. The community has
emerged from the pit closures of the sixties, aad B growing sense of
confidence.

Housing
Within our parish is a healthy mix of private himgg council and association

housing with other developments planned. Therebesn and still is housing
planned for infilling. Out of work figures run at33%6 made up of 172 men and
75 women in July 2009. The latest figures on sociass show that 281 are
managers and senior officers, 102 are professioR@P are associated
professionals or technicians, 205 in administraborsecretarial, 339 in skilled
trades, 152 in personal services, 180 in salexastbmer services, 545 are in
process plants or machine operatives and 480 megi&ary jobs.

Schools

Somercotes Infant School has 235 pupils;

Somerlea Park Junior School has 220 pupils;

Swanwick Hall Comprehensive has 1,309;

The Infant School is just next door to the churctd ave have a friendly

relationship with that school. The Junior Schooaishort walk away and our
previous priest was a governor at the school. Swaknttall is just in the next

parish and most of the local children go thererafteior school.

Other Places of Worship

There are a number of other places of worship withe parish; a Methodist
Chapel, one Pentecostal and a Salvation Army. énndrarby towns of Ripley,
Alfreton and Clay Cross are Roman Catholic Churches
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Hospitals
There is a cottage hospital at Ripley which is &maway and the newly built

Kings Mill hospital on the outskirts of Mansfield about 6 miles away. This
hospital is now in its final stages of a major exelopment and offers the full
range of care and treatment. The A38 gives eassado Derby’s hospitals and
there are good bus services to all of the hospitals

Location

Our parish is 12 miles from Chesterfield and 1InfrMansfield. The city of
Sheffield is only 20 miles to the north. Derby 18a® south and Nottingham is
14 to the east, and they all have theatres, langpmng developments, sports
stadia and the like. The A38 separates Somercaias Alfreton and is only 3
miles from junction 28 of the M1.

The beautiful Peak District is within easy reacll @ifreton railway station is
only 2 miles away.

The details and figures quoted have been givendly Ward, Chief Research

Co-ordinator for Derbyshire County Council and Anlferdon at the Children
and Young Adults Research Department of Derby<baenty Council.
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